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BID 001/BACE/2019 



From: bid01
To: "Steve Young"
Subject: RE: DISCLOSURE ACT - APPEAL / BID-01 / 2019
Date: 30 April 2019 10:10:00

Mr Steve Young (YCEYE),
 
           Thank you for contacting us.
           PTC informs that it has received the message. We will analise soon.
           Please, follow the explanations in the link: https://www.bace.org.uk 
 
Best regards,
 
Permanent Tender Commission | PTC 
Brazilian Aeronautical Commission in Europe | BACE
Bidding Process 001/BACE/2019
E-mail: bid01@bace.org.uk
 
 
 
From: Steve Young [mailto:steve.young@iceye.fi] 
Sent: 30 April 2019 08:34
To: bid01
Subject: Re: DISCLOSURE ACT - APPEAL / BID-01 / 2019
 
Dear Sir,
 
In response to the appeals under the bidding process 001/BACE/2019, please find attached
the ICEYE submission.
 
We would be grateful if you could acknowledge you have received our response by
replying to this email.
 
We look forward to hearing from you.
 
Kind regards,
 
Steve Young BSc FRAeS

Vice President
Business Development and Sales
ICEYE
+358 40 568 8952
steve.young@iceye.com

 
 
 
On Tue, 23 Apr 2019 at 20:11, bid01 <bid01@bace.org.uk> wrote:

DISCLOSURE ACT - APPEAL / BID-01 / 2019
 

BIDDING PROCESS 001/BACE/2019
 

OBJECT: The object of this Bidding Process is the contracting of service provision,

mailto:steve.young@iceye.fi
https://www.bace.org.uk/
mailto:bid01@bace.org.uk
mailto:steve.young@iceye.com
mailto:bid01@bace.org.uk


for AERONAUTICAL COMMAND (“COMAER”), covering the provision of SAR
SATELLITE OPERATION MINUTES for the remote sensing radar satellite control,
the production of images with right of use and distribution in the governmental sphere,
according to Basic Project number 01/SAR/COMAE/2018.
The Brazilian Aeronautical Commission in Europe (BACE) makes it public the
receiving of the appeals from E-GEOS and MDA Geospatial Services Inc. against the
acts of Permanent Tender Commission (PTC), regarding the Qualification Documents
Analysis, as per attached documents. BACE also informs that the counter-arguments
period is open, as provided in item 19.5 of the Bidding Process 01/BACE/2019, ending
on 30th April 2019 at 6:00pm (British Summer Time - BST).
FURTHER INFORMATION: From Monday to Friday, from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm
(BST), at the Contracts and Procurement Division at 16 Great James Street, London,
WC1N 3DP UK, +44(20) 7440-4320 and 7440-4358 or via the website:
www.bace.org.uk.
 

London, 23th April 2019.
 

Permanent Tender Commission | PTC 
Brazilian Aeronautical Commission in Europe | BACE
Bidding Process 001/BACE/2019
E-mail: bid01@bace.org.uk
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Brazilian Aeronautical Commission in Europe 

16 Great James Street 
London 

WC1N 3DP 
United Kingdom 

29th April 2019 

ICEYE OY 

Maarintie 6 
02150 
Espoo 
Finland 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
ICEYE response to appeal of E-GEOS and MDA in Bidding Process 01/BACE/2019  
 
Please find below the response ICEYE submits under Bidding Process 01/BACE/2019 for Basic             
Project number 01/SAR/COMAE/2018 after the appeal of E-GEOS and MDA Geospatial           
Services Inc. ICEYE considers the objections raised by the other contenders to be invalid and               
that the original assessment of ‘qualified’ made under the bidding process to be correct. As               
such, ICEYE submits that there should be no change to the status of the ICEYE offer as                 
‘qualified’ and the ICEYE proposal should proceed to the next phase of the process, as in the                 
original assessment made under the bidding process. 
 
If any further information is required to support ICEYE’s position, please do not hesitate to               
contact myself or any member of the ICEYE team. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Steve Young BSc (Hons) FRAeS 

Vice President 
Business Development and Sales 
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Response of ICEYE to Objections Raised by E-GEOS 
 
In response to the objections raised by E-GEOS, in appeal, as allowed under the tendering               
process for BACE tender BID001/BACE/2019, ICEYE submit the following explanation that           
successfully describes why the objections raised by E-GEOS are not valid and are not              
appropriate to disqualify ICEYE from the tendering process. Furthermore, ICEYE submit that the             
explanation provided below strengthens the case for ICEYE’s technical qualification under the            
process and shows how ICEYE’s operational SAR satellite system delivers the most modern             
and flexible SAR satellite capability available now and for many years to come.  
 
E-GEOS objected that the ICEYE SAR satellite constellation does not meet the low resolution              
requirement. The technical basis for this objection is incorrect and demonstrates a lack of              
understanding in modern SAR satellite system design. ICEYE design, build, launch and operate             
their own SAR satellites, which are the most modern and up to date SAR satellites available                
today, unlike the other contenders in the competition which do not design, build or own their                
own SAR satellite systems.  
 
ICEYE has specified that its digital backend is capable of recording full 300MHz front-end              
bandwidth. As such, the digital back end is capable of generating a transmit pulse of any                
bandwidth up to 300MHz. In consequence, ICEYE’s satellites, as specified in the bid response              
document submitted by ICEYE, do not have a limited amount of mode configurations (unlike              
COSMO SkyMed or RadarSat 2 which do have limitations), and as such, can generate images               
with any resolution (from 1m), limited only by the finest capability limited by the 300MHz               
bandwidth. This enables the ICEYE system to deliver data from 1m resolution (spotlight mode)              
to 50m+ resolution. The information provided in the bid response explained that ICEYE’s system              
is capable of lowering the captured image resolution to be as low as required. The modes                
described in the bid response documentation delivered by ICEYE were provided as example             
configurations. 
 
If any additional explanation is required to justify ICEYE’s ability to deliver the requested lower               
resolutions, ICEYE is willing to, free of charge and at any time, share appropriate theoretical               
materials with the interested party, linking the final image resolution to the recorded range              
bandwidth. Such materials provide the comprehensive theoretical background information         
proving how a 300MHz capable system is able to generate images with a resolution coarser               
than 25m.  
 
It is considered that ICEYE have successfully responded to the objections raised by E-GEOS,              
that those objections are invalid and that ICEYE do meet the required technical specifications              
under the tendering process. 
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Response of ICEYE to Objections Raised by MDA 
 
In response to the objections raised by MDA, in appeal, as allowed under the tendering process                
for BACE tender BID001/BACE/2019, ICEYE submit the following explanation that successfully           
describes why the objections raised by MDA are not valid and are not appropriate to disqualify                
ICEYE from the tendering process. Furthermore, ICEYE submit that the explanation provided            
below strengthens the case for ICEYE’s technical qualification under the process and shows             
how ICEYE’s operational SAR satellite system delivers the most modern and flexible SAR             
satellite capability available now and for many years to come.  
 
MDA objected that ICEYE does not meet the coverage requirement (5.2.2 - 1,238 minutes in 12                
months) as the ICEYE constellation of 18+ satellites is not yet operational. This is not correct.                
The ICEYE SAR satellite system can deliver the required coverage with one satellite, as shown               
below. 
 

   
ICEYE Coverage Analysis showing complete coverage of the area twice with one satellite every 7 days 

 
 
The above image shows the coverage analysis for one ICEYE SAR satellite, known as X2,               
which is in orbit and has been operational since the beginning of 2019, over a 7 day period, with                   
a 7 day repeat of the entire area. The coverage analysis shows everywhere within the area can                 
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be imaged at least twice, and often 3 times, every 7 days. For every 7 days, each ICEYE SAR                   
satellite is available for a total of 518 operational minutes over the region of interest, as per the                  
definition of operational minutes supplied within the tender documentation. This equates to            
26,936 operational minutes available for every twelve months, over the region of interest. This is               
with only one ICEYE satellite. As such, the ICEYE SAR satellite system has more than enough                
capacity to deliver the operational time requirements.  
 
ICEYE is in the process of delivering several more satellites into the constellation. ICEYE is               
launching 2 more satellites in June 2019, an additional 2 more in November 2019 and is                
planning up to 10+ launched throughout 2020. This will provide BACE with the flexibility and               
capacity to ensure successful operations from the beginning of the contract, with an increasing              
level of service as the ICEYE constellation develops. 
 
If any additional explanation is required to justify ICEYE’s ability to deliver the required              
operational time, ICEYE is willing to, at any time, deliver further information showing that ICEYE               
can, and is, delivering operational capability that can easily meet the requirement.  
 
ICEYE have successfully responded to the objections raised by MDA and have shown that              
those objections are invalid and that ICEYE do meet the required technical specifications under              
the tendering process. 
 
MDA objected that ICEYE do not meet the technical requirement 5.4.4, which states that a               
single polarization (HH or VV) and / or cross polarization (HV or VH) is required. The ICEYE                 
SAR satellite system delivers VV polarization. This clearly delivers the or requirement. As such,              
the MDA objection is invalid and does not constitute grounds for disqualifying ICEYE. ICEYE do               
meet the required technical specifications under the tendering process. 
 
MDA objected that ICEYE can not perform interferometry (requirement 5.4.9). This is incorrect. 
 
The ICEYE SAR satellite system is specifically designed to enable interferometry to be             
performed. Each satellite has onboard propulsion and can manoeuvre to enable different look             
angles and the orbits are being configured to ensure orbital stability and ground track repeat, as                
required for interferometry, which is currently achievable by using one satellite: the in-orbit X-2              
ICEYE satellite. When launched throughout 2019 and 2020, the additional ICEYE SAR satellites             
will enable imaging opportunities from multiple sources, providing extra flexibility and imaging            
opportunities. As well as the above, the ICEYE SAR system records the signal phase, a               
fundamental element used in interferometry. These features have been specifically designed as            
part of the foundation of the technical specifications of the ICEYE SAR satellites, specifically to               
enable interferometry. As ICEYE design, own and operate their own satellites, all design             
features are under the direct control of ICEYE and interferometry is a well known and required                
element of SAR activity so was designed into the system from the outset.  
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The above demonstrates the ability of the ICEYE system to deliver interferometric data. In fact,               
with the multiple platforms planned for the ICEYE SAR constellation, the ability to perform              
interferometry is greatly increased when compared to any other system available today, or             
planned to be available anytime soon. Furthermore, as ICEYE own and operate their own SAR               
satellite systems, ICEYE can configure the system however is required to meet the             
specifications of the user. The other contenders in the competition can not do this as they are                 
not the designers, builders or owners of the orbital assets. As such, the MDA objection is invalid                 
and ICEYE do meet the required technical specifications under the tendering process. 
 
MDA objected that ICEYE can not deliver Digital Terrain Models (DTM). This is incorrect. ICEYE               
can, and have, delivered DTMs. 
 
In December 2018, the ICEYE SAR satellite system was the first SAR satellite system to image                
and publish a Digital Terrain Model post eruption. A model was created from this event, which                
includes a three dimensional (3D) rotating model. The elevation model is available in the public               
domain, on Twitter, here:  
 
https://twitter.com/pekkalaurila/status/1084169113021370370 
 

 
ICEYE visualization of DTM of Indonesian Volcano - public domain information 

 
The imaging activity was in the public domain, as reported on the BBC news website, available                
through the following link: https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-46825354 

ICEYE response to objections, Bidding Process 01/BACE/2018  29 April 2019 

https://twitter.com/pekkalaurila/status/1084169113021370370
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-46825354


 

 
BBC news article of ICEYE coverage of Indonesian Volcano - DTM created 

 
The work to generate the DTM for the government of Indonesia as a result of the global disaster                  
response initiative was provided by ICEYE free of charge. 
 
Below are images capture by the ICEYE SAR satellite system of the Brazilian Brumadinho dam               
before and after the collapse, taken 16th Jan 2019 and 1st February 2019 respectively. These               
images were overlaid on top of available DTM to ease the analysis. 
 

 
Brumadinho dam, before collapse, imaged 16th Jan 2019 by ICEYE SAR Satellite System 
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Brumadinho dam, after collapse, imaged 1st Feb 2019 by ICEYE SAR Satellite System 

 
 
The above explanation demonstrates the ability of the ICEYE system to deliver DTMs. As such,               
the MDA objection is invalid and ICEYE do meet the required technical specifications under the               
tendering process. 
 
MDA have objected to ICEYE providing the certificate for ICEYE’s capabilities from the entity              
Business Finland. 
 
Business Finland is the Finnish governmental agency directing substantial national space           
related activities of Finland, including (but not limited to) activities in governmental financing of              
aerospace programs. One of the many responsibilities Business Finland has includes verifying            
commercial endeavours for technology development in the aerospace domain. Additionally,          
Business Finland is responsible for coordinating the Finnish participation with the European            
Space Agency (ESA). As such, Business Finland is the foremost party in Finland with access to                
the necessary relevant specialist, to provide the necessary certification of ICEYE’s capabilities            
related to spacecraft and ground segment.  
 
At the end of 2018, ICEYE successfully participated in a competitive public tender process for               
financing organized by Business Finland. In connection with the public tender process, Business             
Finland, and its professional advisors, assessed ICEYE’s technical capabilities. This highlights           
the relevance of Business Finland as the correct and highly relevant governmental entity to              
certify ICEYE’s technological capabilities in the context of this tendering process. As such, the              
MDA objection is invalid and ICEYE do meet the requirements under the tendering process. 
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MDA have objected to ICEYE offering training in the use of the ICEYE systems and ICEYE                
data. ICEYE offer training as a standard part of all proposals as a matter of course, for                 
completeness. It would be remis of any contender to propose an offering and not provide the                
potential for training as an integral element of the proposed capability. If it is necessary, ICEYE                
can, and would provide training for the capability being put forward. Offering discretionary             
training in no way breaches any terms of the process. As such, the MDA objection is invalid and                  
ICEYE do meet the requirements under the tendering process. 
 
ICEYE summary comments 
ICEYE are pleased to have had the opportunity to respond to the objections of the other                
contenders. ICEYE consider the objections of the other contenders to be invalid and that they               
do not present any reason for ICEYE to be disqualified under the bidding process. 
 
ICEYE consider that the explanations presented here further support the case for ICEYE being              
part of the next stage in the process to become the preferred supplier that can deliver a modern,                  
unique and flexible operational capability using the ICEYE SAR satellite system. No other             
contenders can deliver such capability as they do not have their own space based assets and                
ICEYE’s assets are new, modern, capable and deliver an operational capability that can be              
optimised to perfectly suit the Brazilian requirement.  
 
ICEYE note that they have not raised any objections with the other contender’s proposals.              
ICEYE are focussed on delivering the required capability as requested within the tender             
documentation, being a supportive partner within the procurement process and showing that the             
ICEYE proposal delivers the best possible capability to Brazil with the most modern, up to date                
and operational SAR satellite system, with continually improving capability, available in the            
world today.  
 
With the explanations provided here, ICEYE respectfully submit that the objections raised by the              
other contenders are not valid and that ICEYE has provided enough evidence to counter those               
objections and to qualify for the next stage in the process, in line with the original assessment of                  
BACE. 
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HEAD TECHNOLOGY 

FRANCE - Consortium  
 

 

COUNTER APPEAL 
 

 

BID 001/BACE/2019 



From: bid01
To: "Carlos Fernandez"
Subject: RE: Contra-argumentação do consórcio HEAD-CRESDA (01/BACE/2019)
Date: 30 April 2019 16:24:00

Mr Carlos Fernandez (HEAD),
 
           Thank you for contacting us.
           PTC informs that it has received the message. We will Annalise 
soon.
           Please, follow the explanations in the link: https://www.bace.org.uk 
 
Best regards,
 
Permanent Tender Commission | PTC 
Brazilian Aeronautical Commission in Europe | BACE
Bidding Process 001/BACE/2019
E-mail: bid01@bace.org.uk
 
 

From: Carlos Fernandez [mailto:carlosfernandez@head-aerospace.fr] 
Sent: 30 April 2019 14:07
To: bid01
Cc: Kammy Brun; Thomas Notebaert
Subject: Contra-argumentação do consórcio HEAD-CRESDA (01/BACE/2019)
 
Exmos. Senhores,
 
Junto se envia a contra-argumentação do consórcio HEAD-CRESDA relativa ao recurso
interposto no processo 01/BACE/2019.
 
Cumprimentos,
 

mailto:carlosfernandez@head-aerospace.fr
https://www.bace.org.uk/
mailto:bid01@bace.org.uk


 
 
 

Paris, April 30th 2019 
 

TO: 
BRAZILIAN AERONAUTICAL COMMISSION IN EUROPE 
FAO: PERMANENT TENDER COMMISSION 
 
RE:  
Counter-appeal document, in response to MDA appeal published in document APPEAL/BID-
01/2019. Bidding Process 01/BACE/2019 

 
 
The HEAD-CRESDA Consortium, in reply to the arguments found in the document APPEAL/BID-
01/2019 within the frame of the bidding Process 01/BACE/2019, respectfully requests to the 
Permanent Tender Commission not to be taken into consideration, based on the facts detailed 
in the following lines. 
 
1. Appeal Argument 1 from MDA 

“HEAD TECHNOLOGY is claiming full polarimetry (HH, HV, VH, VV) depending on the beam 
mode. MDA would like to appeal their statement of compliance to requirement 5.4.4 on the 
grounds that they do not have a beam mode with cross polarization capabilities in all the 
resolution classes required for the resulting contract” 

Requirement from BACE 

5.4.4. The contractor shall have, at the time of signature of the contract, a SAR SPACE 
SEGMENT with the capacity to generate in single polarization (HH or VV) and / or cross-
polarization (HV or VH) 

Technical information 

The following table details each one of the modes of Gaofen-3, together with the polarization 
modes available. It clearly states that Gaofen-3 offers single and cross polarization, as well as 
full polarimetric modes, in all the imagery resolutions. 

 

No. Image 
mode Resolution 

(m) 
Polarization 

1 SL 1 Optional Dual Polarization 
Selectable among: HH VV HV VH 

2 UFS 3 Optional Dual Polarization 
Selectable among: HH VV HV VH 

3 FSI 5 Optional Dual Polarization 
Selectable among group of (HH HV) (VV VH) 



 
 

4 FSII 10 Optional Dual Polarization 
Selectable among group of (HH HV) (VV VH) 

5 SS 25 Optional Dual Polarization 
Selectable among group of (HH HV) (VV VH) 

6 NSC 50 Optional Dual Polarization 
Selectable among group of (HH HV) (VV VH) 

7 WSC 100 Optional Dual Polarization 
Selectable among group of (HH HV) (VV VH) 

8 QPSI 8 Full Polarimetry 
9 QPSII 25 Full Polarimetry 
10 WAV (3) 10 Full Polarimetry 
11 GLO 500 Optional Dual Polarization 

Selectable among group of (HH HV) (VV VH) 
12 EXT H 25 Optional Dual Polarization 

Selectable among group of (HH HV) (VV VH) 
L 25 Optional Dual Polarization 

Selectable among group of (HH HV) (VV VH) 

 

Conclusion from HEAD-CRESDA Consortium 

Appeal argument is wrong in at least two items. MDA states that “they [HEAD-CRESDA 
Consortium] do not have a beam mode with cross polarization capabilities in all the resolution 
classes required for the resulting contract”. 

On the one hand, BACE does not require that cross polarization capabilities are required in all 
resolutions, according to the description of requirement 5.4.4. 

And more importantly, even if it is not required, Gaofen-3 offers cross and full polarization 
throughout all the imaging modes, as detailed in the table above, fulfilling completely and 
without any doubt the aforementioned requirement. 

In consequence, HEAD-CRESDA consortium request that this appeal argument is not taken 
into consideration by the Permanent Tender Commissions since it does not reflect the truth. 

 
  



 
 
 
2. Appeal Argument 2 from MDA 
 
“There are a numerous third party certificates in Chinese within the HEAD TECHNOLOGY 
response. MDA would like to appeal these certificates on the grounds that their response is not 
exclusively English or Portuguese  
 
MDA would also like to appeal these certificates on the grounds that all seem to be copies of 
contracts for work rather than a third party certifying technical capabilities comparable to those 
required for Basic Project number 01/SAR/COMAE/2018.“ 
 
Requirement from BACE 
 
15.2. The BIDDER SHALL submit one or more Technical Capacity Certificated, provided by a 
public or private legal entity, duly identified, on behalf of the BIDDER, regarding the execution 
and supply of the service, compatible with the characteristics, quantities and deadlines for the 
purpose of this Technological complexity equivalent to, or greater than the services described 
in this Basic Project 
 
15.3. The BIDDER SHALL provide documentation that proves that the SAR SPACE SEGMENT meet 
the technical requirements specified in item 5 of this Basic Project […] 
 
15.5 The CONTRACTING PARTY SHALL analyze the declarations, certificates, testimonials, 
studies, reports and other documents provided for in item 15.3 in order to verify if the BIDDER 
has sufficient technical and operational capacity to meet the requirements specified in the 
Basic Project. At any time and in case it deems pertinent, the CONTRACTING PARTY may request 
the BIDDER to provide additional information or documents. 
 
15.6. The analysis foreseen in item 15.5 will consist of evaluating the BIDDER’s ability to meet 
the requirements of this Basic Project, having no classification or punctuation character for 
contracting purposes.  
 
Arguments from HEAD-CRESDA Consortium 
 
In our opinion, the objective of these requirements is that the PTC becomes capable of judging 
the ability of the company to execute the contract. This is clearly expressed by the sentences in 
requirement 15.5 “The CONTRACTING PARTY SHALL analyze the declarations, certificates, 
testimonials, studies, reports and other documents” or requirement 15.6 “The analysis foreseen 
in item 15.5 will consist of evaluating the BIDDER’s ability to meet the requirements of this Basic 
Project, having no classification or punctuation character for contracting purposes”. 
 
For this reason, BACE does not propose a formal template for the reference documents, as they 
do in other critical proposal elements. References usually have different formats that depend 
on the country, customer, project scope and status. 



 
 
 
In order to demonstrate our capacity as a consortium we have chosen to collect 8 references, 
for a total value exceeding 19,000,000 €, that cover ground segment downloading and 
processing systems, satellite imagery supply and online data systems, covering the full technical 
and contractual needs expressed in the bidding process 01/BACE/2019. 
 
The consortium is ready to make available additional documentation from the same or different 
customers and with different formats if required. 
 
A list of the references is added here for clarity purposes. 
 

Contract Entity / Signature Translation Budget  
Remote Sensing Data 
Procurement for Digital 
Map (Sub meter) 

 

Entity identified 
Signed in Chinese 
version 

Highlights 
Translated to 
English 

1.1 M€ 
(Million Euro) 

Earth Observation Satellite 
Data Online System 

Entity identified 
Signed in Chinese 
version 

Highlights 
Translated to 
English 

1.3 M€ 

Commercial Remote 
Sensing Satellite Ground 
System Program 
Ground Processing 
System 
 

Entity identified 
Signed in Chinese 
version 

Highlights 
Translated to 
English 

4.7 M€ 

Commercial Remote 
Sensing Satellite Ground 
System Program 
Ground Receiving System 
 

Entity identified 
Signed in Chinese 
version 

Highlights 
Translated to 
English 

4 M€ 

High Resolution Chinese 
Base Map and Software 
Development 

Entity identified 
Signed in Chinese 
version 

Highlights 
Translated to 
English 

2 M€ 

High Resolution Remote 
Sensing Satellite Data 
Service Contract 
(First-stage) 
 

Entity identified 
Signed in Chinese 
version 

Highlights 
Translated to 
English 

1 M€ 

High Resolution Satellite 
Data for NSO 

Entity identified. 
Signed in English 
version 

Original English 
document 

2.2 M€ 

Multi-mission Satellite 
Ground Station for ESSTI 

Entity identified. 
Signed in English 
version 

Original English 
document 

3 M€ 

  TOTAL 19 M€ 
 



 
 
All the documents provided are either with an original version in English or translated in English. 
For those documents which is not written in English as the original version, we provided the 
original version in Chinese mainly because it was the original duly signed and stamps versions.  
A translation to English is duly provided in all cases including the title, scope and budget of the 
project were clearly indicated in the translated documents. 
 
It must be noted that CRESDA is the Chinese national satellite operator, the largest Earth 
Observation global operator, managing a fleet of 17 different satellites whose imagery is 
downloaded, processed and delivered worldwide. CRESDA has a plan to duplicate the size of the 
constellation in the next few years. In our opinion, having CRESDA in the bidding consortium is 
a clear guarantee of strength and long-term vision, which in combination with HEAD unique 
capacities guarantees the technical and managerial capacity to succeed in this project. 
 
MDA, the company appealing our capacity operates a single satellite, Radarsat-2, which was 
designed for a 7-year life and was launched in 2007: over 11 years in space.  
 

 
Reference from https://directory.eoportal.org/web/eoportal/satellite-missions/r/radarsat-2 

 
Please notice that GF-3 was launched on 10th October 2016 with a designed life time of 8 years. 
Four follow-up GF-3 satellites are scheduled: two L-band in 2020, and two C-band in 2021.   
 
Additionally, MDA and DigitalGlobe merged on 2017 to create Maxar, a publicly traded 
company. It has to be noted that Maxar has lost over 90% of its value (stock value from over 
60$ to less than 5$) in this period. 
 

 



 
 
Our intention highlighting these facts is to provide a framework to help BACE to determine our 
ability to fulfil the project goals. We are not appealing MDA or putting their capacity under 
scrutiny. 

The HEAD-CRESDA consortium opinion is that, in terms of evaluating the requirement 15.6 
“evaluating the BIDDER’s ability to meet the requirements of this Basic Project” we are in a 
very strong position to guarantee a successful project execution without unexpected risks due 
to our current constellation, project references, planned ground segment and flight segment 
evolution and financial stability of the consortium. 

Conclusion from HEAD-CRESDA Consortium 

The consortium, in good faith, has collected formal reference documentation in order to fulfil 
the requirements of the tender. The number and variety of documents demonstrate, in our 
opinion, the ability of the consortium to successfully execute the contract having previous 
experience in all the aspects tackled in the technical requirements. 

All documents are signed and stamped, with the customer properly identified and the project 
budget clearly stated. 

In consequence, HEAD-CRESDA consortium request that the appeal arguments are not taken 
into consideration by the Permanent Tender Commissions since the references provided 
demonstrate sufficiently “if the BIDDER has sufficient technical and operational capacity to 
meet the requirements specified in the Basic Project”. 

In addition, requirement 15.5 states that “At any time and in case it deems pertinent, the 
CONTRACTING PARTY may request the BIDDER to provide additional information or 
documents”. In case the Permanent Tender Commission would consider pertinent to request 
complementary information, we would be pleased to provide it in a short period of time. If it 
was the case, and with the only idea of accelerating the process, we have annexed two 
additional certificates to this counter-appeal document. 

 

 

 

Paris, April 30th 2019 

 

Kammy Brun 

General Manager – HEAD France 

  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Annex 

Additional Certificates 

 

  



 
 

 
  

  



 
 

 


